Grade 8

The Grade 8 Core ELA Units take students through literary and nonfiction texts that explore how individuals are
affected by their choices, their relationships, and the world around them. In Unit 1, Everyone Loves a Mystery,
students will try to determine what attracts us to stories of suspense. Unit 2, Past and Present, asks the essential
question: What makes you, you? Unit 3, No Risk, No Reward, asks students to consider why we take chances, while
Unit 4, Hear Me Out, asks students to consider the unit’s driving question—How do you choose the right words?—by
providing a range of texts that allow students to consider how a person’s words can affect an audience. Next, Unit 5’s
Trying Times asks students to think about who they are in a crisis. Finally, students finish up the year with an
examination of science fiction and fantasy texts as they think about the question “What do other worlds teach us
about our own?” in Unit 6, Beyond Reality.
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